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by the way, with characteristic Quaker prudence, presented his 
will in court and personally proved it, several years before his 
death. 

There was no donbt much annoyance, and much possibility of 
serious trouble to the Quakers, before the Toleration Act; but 
evidently little in reality. 

The other leading dissenting denomination, the Presbyterians, 
included in the little congregations of Makemie and Makie, 
apparently received full toleration. 
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Description of Them by the Botanist Clayton in 1739. 



The following letter which was copied from a letter-book in 
the possession of a descendant, Mr. Jasper Clayton, of Chester- 
field county, Va., was written by John Clayton, of Gloucester 
county, Va. , the distinguished botanist and author of ' ' Flora 
Virginica" and other works. It is to the steward and manager 
of an estate at Hawkhurst, county of Kent, England, which 
John Clayton, barrister at law, of the Temple, who came to 
Virginia in 1706, and was long Attorney-General, had inherited 
at his mother's death, and which at his own, in 1737, had de- 
scended to his son, the botanist, who at the time of writing and 
many years later was clerk of Gloucester, and who died at a 
very advanced age on December 15, 1773. It appears from let- 
ters in the book mentioned that Attorney-General Clayton was a 
brother of Lieutenant-General Jasper Clayton of the English 
army, who was killed at the battle of Dettington in 1743. 

We copy the letter verbatim et literatim: 

March 2ist, 1739. 
To Mr. Samuel Durrent at Hawkhurst in Kent. 

I received your letter dated the 3d day of January last, with 
an account of the rents at Michlemas 1737, w'ch I take to be 
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just and very right, and presume w'n I receive my next account 
from Micajah Perry, Esq. [his London merchant] he will confirm 
the same. I have so great a value for the memory of my father, 
and the persons he appointed, that I shall not [stop] the custom 
of allowing you a box of Tobacco every Christmas, nor giving 
a ring for w'ch purpose I have wrote to Mr. Perry to deliver the 
Tobacco as usual, and to pay you for a mourning ring w'ch you 
buy as soon as you receive this, not exceeding a guinea or 25s. 
in the price, he dyed Nov. 18th. 1737, in the 72d year of his age. 
I thank you for the kind offer of y'r house, but believe my affairs 
and business here will prevent me the pleasure of seeing my 
native Country any more. To satisfie the Gentlemen you men- 
tion who is so desirous of Knowing the diversion of hunting and 
shooting here and the several sorts of game pray give my service 
to him and tell him, that we have all the tame domestick beasts 
and fowls that you have in England, and great variety of wild 
ones as Deer in great pleanty, Bears, Buffaloes, Wolves, Foxes, 
Panthers, wild Cats, Elks, Hares (smaller than any of y's which 
run in holes in the earth and hollow trees when pressed by the 
dogs, and are much like w't you call in England bush Rabbits), 
Squirrels 3 or 4 sorts, Raccoons, Oppossums, Beavers, Otters, 
musk rats, Pole cats, minks and there has been two Porcupines 
killed here, but they are very scarce. Then for fowls, wild Tur- 
key's very numerous, Partridges (the size and colour like y'r 
Quails), wild Geese, Swans, Brants, Cormorants, Teal, Duck 
and Mallard, Black ducks and another sort we call Summer Ducks, 
Plover 2 or 3 sorts, Soris (a delicious eating bird in Shape and 
way of living like y'r Water Rails), Heath Fowls (called here 
improperly Pheasants) 2 sorts, wild Pidgeons in prodigions great 
flocks, Fieldfares, Woodcocks (but what is very strange they 
come here only in summer) Snipes, Herons, Bitterns, Eagles, 
Larks 2 sorts one of w'ch are here all the year round, are as big 
as Quails, the other are seen only in , winter and are much like 
your lark. Now the Gentlemen here that follow the sport place 
most of their diversion in Shooting Deer; w'ch they perform in 
this manner they go out early in the morning and being pritty 
certain of the places where the Deer frequent they send their 
servants w'th dogs to drive 'em out and so shoot 'em running, the 
the Deer are very swift of foot, larger and longer legged than 
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the English fallow Deer, and less than the red Deer, the diversion 
of shooting Turkies is only to be had in the upper parts of the 
Countrey where the woods are of a very large extent, and but 
few settlements as yet tho' they increase daily. Some hunt the 
foxes w'th hounds as you do in England, the shooting of water 
fowl is performed too in the same manner w'th a Water spaniel, 
as w'th you, and of Partridges; and also the hunting our hares 
w'h small dogs, who drive 'em presently into the hollow of a tree, 
then we either cut 'em out w'th an Ax or fill the hole w'th old 
dead leaves and set fire to 'em, the smoke of w'ch Suffocates the 
hare, and she drops down; the bears, Panthers, Buffaloes and 
Elks and wild cats are only to be found among the mountains 
and desert parts of the countrey where there are as yet but few 
inhabitants and the hunting there is very toilsome and laborious 
and sometimes dangerous. Yet the Common Sort of People 
who live among the Mountains kill great Quantitys of Bears 
every year; but the greatest destruction of 'em is made in the 
beginning of the Winter when the bears lay themselves to sleep 
in the caves and holes among rocks of the mountains at w'ch 
time the people go to the mouth of the Cave w'th their guns 
loaded and shoot 'em as they lye in their dens. We have also 
great pleanty and variety of fish w'ch we take with nets and by 
Angling as is practiced in England, and now I hope I have satis- 
fied the Gentleman's curiosity, at least I have done my endeavor 
towards it, as much as the Compass of a letter will allow of and 
will be very glad in y'r next to know his name. 

You give y'r Service to my two brothers, but I have but one 
who is a Doctor of Physick [Thomas Clayton M. D. of Glouces- 
ter county, formerly of the University of Cambridge, England], 
my other brother [Arthur, who died in 1733] has been dead these 
six years. I have a wife, five sons and one daughter, my eldest 
Son of the same name w'th Myself I intend to send him to Cam- 
bridge as soon as he is qualified for such studies. 

I am your very humble servant, 

John Clayton. 



